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Adnsa. al an alitude af 589 m. over the sea
ond 2000 inhabitants, possesses a privileged
situahian ameong the Crdesa and Monte
Perdido Maticnal Park, the Mature Reserve
of the Cofones ond la Sierra de Guora ond

the Posel:-Maladeta Mature Reserve.

Ainso, the capital of the region of Scbrarbe,
oHars o lot of interesting towrist ond

COMmMimeEErc il!:II cakhe l::ll!:.'i DS,

The commereiol and modern parts, clearly
differentiated, arose cround the crossing of
raods and the Medicwal Dld fown, which was

declared a: o Historical Artistic Manument.

A LITTLE BIT OF HISTORY
i

As regords its history, the yeor 724 is soid
to be the date of the Reconguest, under the

command of Garci Ximeno.

&ler being militarily crgonized, the Christians
who hod fled from the Moslem territories
coame up la Alnsa and uvndertoak the
Reconguest. According to the legend of the
Sobrorbe's Cross, the hatle was -:_:||::|i||-:.-c:| writh
the help of o luminous cross that appeared
on a holly-cak; this sign encouroged the
Christion troaps to PECONGUET the ciby. The
victary is still commemorated nowadays by
the so called bionnuol calebration of The

Morisma

Throughout its hl:fcr}-’_ Ainsa wos ;]rn-nrr:-::l
W‘lLI NLUMErgias r:r:\'il".‘gﬂﬂ ||:|l' H':JLIl '.lI rI‘lE
monarches, as the ones awarded by Alfonso
| in the year 1124: the right to celebrate
Fairs, that of custams, the ri!._;||I la choose ils

own Justices of the Peace. .

THE COVERED CROS55

Circular Hoar shrine built in the year 1855 as o
cammemerative monument of the battle of Ainso's

reconguest from the Muslims

The interior shelters the cross an the hr:-||:..'--::|-::||nc_
Sobrarhe's symbal, and it iz clso to be found on the

tirst part of the coat of arms of Arogen




THE MEDIEVAL SQUARE

It apparently dates boek on the XI-XH ¢, when the villa recched its peak.
Il was the scene for numerous fairs and markels.

It dimensions and its medieval character make of it one of the mast beautiful in Spain, and possibly

tha only one that preserves its ariginal eonstructions.

The arcades are ils most characieristic elements. Their style is typically Romanesque, with round

arches, alth &ugh there are alsa some -::l-gi"«'f.:ll ones, 5o il is difficult to find two egual arches.

The houses of the square are of similar structure and their roofs, originally made an slab, hove been

replaced with Arabic file. Under the porches of the squars we can find twa communal presses of wine.

The rest of housings are built around twa streels and, departing frem the Plaza Mayor, they cenverge

in the Placeta of San Salvedor, in Mayor Street (also called Gonzale |) and in Sta. Cruz Street

The parochial church is named after Ste. Marfo. It is one of the mast imperfant femples of the entire

Sohrarbe, being charactorized by its sobriety and boreness.
lts construction began ot the end of the X c. and it was finished oround the second half of the X1 ¢

The tower played o double role, religious and military, the lafter due o its ideal emplocement and

its considerable height

THE CASTLE

It is an impressive wallad historical monument, arginally surrou nded by o defensive ditch that could
anly be crossed by walking clong the drowbridge that led fo the enormeus parads ground, that is
protacted by four lowers, of which stonds out the so called Torre de Homenaje [Tribute Tower| (X1 c.).

It is imporiant to highlight the framewark of round arches that held the round walk, os well os the

dimensicns of this fartress.






























